Jenny Woolsey
Inspirational Speaker & Author
on
Embracing your difference

TOPICS
Born with Crouzon syndrome, a rare craniofacial condition, Jenny could
have let society’s poor treatment of her growing up, stop her from achieving her aspirations. On top of that, her visual impairment requiring a white
cane, domestic violence, anxiety and depression, and three children all
with disabilities, could also have. But Jenny chose to be happy and live life
with a resilient attitude.
Jenny has been an educator for 30 years, and studied youth work, training,
motivational speaking and life coaching. Jenny has written 5 middle grade/
YA novels on diversity and difference. She is passionate about inclusive education and helping youth and adults who feel different or have lost hope,
to embrace their uniqueness and find their true value. She also encourages
kindness towards others.
As the creator of the, Be Weirdly Wonderful! Embrace your difference,
mindsets, Jenny helps others to be the best version of themselves, resilient, focussed and determined.
Jenny has delivered addresses to organisations and schools and has developed a professional reputation for being engaging and uplifting. She is
open and authentic, weaving her story, with humour and humility.

*Author talk, storytelling &
creative writing based on
Jenny’s middle grade/YA
novels
*To be or not to be a
‘Wonder’ - based on the
novel Wonder by RJ Palacio. Life with a facial difference
*Ride High Pineapple talk &
writing workshop
*Be Weirdly Wonderful!
Diversity & difference
mindsets to embrace your
difference
*Journey to an ordinary life
for a child with a disability inclusive education

EVENTS
Keynote speeches
Conferences
Panel discussions
Workshops
School visits
Author talks
Community groups
Churches

JENNY’S TOPICS INCLUDE:eynote Tasters
*To be or not to be a ‘Wonder ’ (life with a facial
difference and bullying) - Curriculum-based
presentation around the book Wonder by RJ Palacio. The students will gain a connection between real life experiences and the novel. This is
Jenny’s most popular presentation.
*Ride High Pineapple Talk & Writing Workshop Exposure to facial differences, the story behind
Ride High Pineapple, and a writing workshop
with activities to promote positive mental
health.
*Be Weirdly Wonderful! Diversity & Difference
Talk - Life with a facial difference and low vision:
Encouraging youth and adults to rise above society’s labels, prejudices and bullying, to find their
inner strength, determination and success
through 5 Bes.
*Journey to an Ordinary Life - Helping parents
and other adults understand a parent’s pursuit
of inclusion for their intellectually impaired
child. This is Jenny’s journey with her daughter
who has Down syndrome. Works

After reading the book Wonder by R J Palacio to
our Year 5s we invited Jenny to speak about her
and her children's experiences with their facial
difference. Jenny held the interest of the children, most of whom find it difficult to sit still
and listen, for a whole hour. She was thoroughly engaging and made these types of conditions
real to them. She is real, funny, brave and an
inspiration. She has given our students an experience that they won't forget in a long time. Our Lady of the Way
_____
Jenny Woolsey is the most amazing woman in
the world. Her transparency and willingness to
change the world’s view on facial differences
has been the catalyst to my willingness to share
my story as well.—Christopher McGarey, Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, USA
____
Buddina State School was very blessed to have
Jenny come and share her story and that of
others living with difference. Each lesson was
created age appropriately and the children really enjoyed discovering and celebrating their
own personal uniqueness and sameness. Staff
were also provided with some very practical
skills to work with children with disabilities and
managing difference in their classrooms. I highly recommend Jenny's inclusion story for all
schools and their communities. - Buddina State
School
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